[Severe respiratory syncytial virus pneumonia following bone marrow autograft. 3 cases].
Three patients developed severe respiratory syncytial virus pneumonia after bone marrow autograft for acute leukaemia. Clinically, the disease presents as interstitial or bilateral alveolo-interstitial pneumonia with hypoxaemia. Signs of ENT infection (otitis media, sinusitis) are present in 30 percent of the cases. In all 3 patients, the syncytial virus was isolated by direct immunofluorescence in bronchoalveolar lavage fluid. In 2 patients the infection began soon after the autograft, in deeply aplastic subjects, and required intubation and assisted ventilation. These 2 patients died despite inhalation of aerosolized ribavirin combined, in one of them, with ribavirin injections. In the third patient the infection began some time after the autograft and responded well to ribavirin in aerosols. In these three cases the viral infection occurred in an epidemic and nosocomial context. The respiratory syncytial virus is usually transmitted by the hands. Owing to the severity of this infection with lung involvement in immunodepressed patients, specific prophylactic measures should be taken side by side with the conventional measures.